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TRELLECH UNITED COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

held via Zoom on Monday 19 October 2020 at 7 pm 
 

Village Councillor Attendance 

Catbrook Guy Bowden Present 

Catbrook Andy Pullan Present 

Llandogo Bob Dagger  Present 

Llandogo Lynne Parker Present 

Llanishen Martin Blakebrough  Present 

Llanishen George Weston Present 

The Narth Rosemary Decker-Thomas Present 

The Narth Larry Stoter Present 

Penallt David May Present 

Penallt Mary Wakeling Not present 

Trellech Christopher Edwards Present 

Trellech Alan Poulter (Chair) Present 

Whitebrook Iain Stokes Present 

MCC County Cllr Debby Blakebrough Not present 

Clerk:  Ann Davison 

 
PUBLIC MEETING:  none 
 
 

20176. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   Cllr Wakeling (due to difficulty in joining the Zoom meeting by phone),  
 

20177. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  none 
 

20178. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21 September: agreed as a true record.  To be posted to chair for 
signature. 

Clerk 

20179. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Item 19050, 18057: Grant to Llandogo School 
In 2018 TUCC agreed a grant of £1000 to Friends of Llandogo School, towards the cost of an outdoor stage 
in the school grounds.  The project was delayed, and in March 2019 it was agreed that the grant could be 
held over to the following financial year.  The chair of the PTA had recently communicated that the 
project had finally been ready to go ahead just as lockdown arrived in March 2020.  They have now lost 
the contractor.  Their other main funding agency, Aviva, had agreed to continue to support the project or 
an alternative suitable project.   A climbing frame had been suggested. 
Councillors confirmed that a new application should be submitted if the money is to be spent on a 
different project, in order to get council approval for the project and to comply with TUCC grant-giving 
policy that several quotations should be obtained. 
 
Item 20018, 19208: Wye Valley Villages project 
MCC had gone out to tender for the initial study of this project, with two bids of £42k and £49k received.  
The AONB had offered a grant of £10k towards the costs.  Funding from within MCC was likely to be very 
restricted due to the intervening pandemic and its associated costs.  An online meeting of the project 
group was planned for 3 November; but it was likely that financial contributions from the community 
councils in the area, of around £2k per council, would be requested. 
 
Item 20158, etc: TUCC Website 
The new website was live and had been updated.  Any further additions or changes should be notified to 
the clerk. 
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20180. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 01129, Llanishen, Cushy Dingle, Change of use and alterations to form holiday let unit.  Recommend 
approval, provided SUDS is supplied and the holiday let remains ancillary to the main dwelling 

 

 01309, Trellech, Trellech Barn, De Clere Way, retention of ancillary home office within storage barn. 
Recommend approval 
 

 01371, 1372, Whitebrook, Clearwater House, demolition of conservatory and construction of single 
storey annexe.  Planning consent and listed building consent.  Recommend approval 

Clerk 

20181. FURTHER PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: None 
 

20182. MCC PLANNING DECISIONS  
 

 2017/00294, Llanishen, The Old Coach House, proposed 2-storey dwelling with vehicular access. 
Approved, subject to S106 

 2020/01064, Penallt, Glyn Farm, convert redundant barn to annexe. Approved 

 01170, The Narth, Home Farm, Greystones Lane, entrance hall forward of principal elevation. 
Approved 

 01175, Llandogo, 3 Knoll View, extend dropped kerbs to parking area. Approved 
 

20183. FURTHER MCC PLANNING DECISIONS:  None  
 

20184. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Current bank balance (less uncashed cheques): £57,558.18. 
The comparison between the 2020/21 budget and expenditure to date was noted.   
The following accounts were presented and payment agreed. 

300238 Trellech School, Chromebooks (min 20126) £1,000 

300239 Vision ICT, new website £780 

300240 Merlin Waste £211.25 

300241 Clerk’s salary £426.45 

300242 Playworks, salary admin Aug-Oct £60 

300243 Churchyard grant to Llandogo PCC £500 

300244 M Blakebrough, chair’s allowance £500 

300245 Councillor allowance,  M Blakebrough £150 

300246 Councillor allowance, R Dagger £150 
300247 Councillor allowance, R Decker-Thomas £150 
300248 Councillor allowance, C Edwards £150 
300249 Councillor allowance, D May £150 
300250 Councillor allowance, L Parker £150 
300251 Councillor allowance, A Poulter £150 
300252 Councillor allowance, A Pullan £150 
300253 Councillor allowance, I Stokes £150 
300254 Councillor allowance, L Stoter £150 
300255 Councillor allowance, M Wakeling £150 
300256 Councillor allowance, G Weston £150 

 

 Trellech School had now purchased additional Chrome Books and forwarded a copy of the purchase order for a 
total of £3392.  This released a grant of £1000 towards the total cost, as agreed at the TUCC meeting in July 
(minute 20126).  

 It was resolved that a maximum of £150 could be spent on installing the new notice board in Llanishen 

 Allowances for councillors and for the chair: see minute 19229.  It was noted that IRPW explicitly states that no 
receipts are required for councillor allowances, which are mandatory unless individual councillors choose to opt out 
of receiving them. 

Clerk 
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20185. REMOVAL OF TREES FROM BOUNDARY OF CATBROOK FOOTBALL FIELD 

Six old cherry trees growing on the football field were causing damage to the stone wall.  Cllr Pullan had 
attended a site meeting with Mark Cleaver of MCC and Mr Welch, the neighbouring landowner.  Mr 
Cleaver confirmed that the trees were near the end of their life, and as landowner they had no objection 
to their felling.  As leaseholder for the site TUCC also needed to give consent.  Mr Welch would fell the 
trees, and would fund the purchase of up to 12 fruit tree saplings if/when the planned community 
orchard comes into being.  It was resolved that this arrangement was acceptable to TUCC.  The clerk was 
asked to write to confirm TUCC’s agreement, including that Mr Welch could retain the wood from the 
felled trees. 

Clerk 

20186. WASTE DISPOSAL IN THE VILLAGES 

It was noted that the new “circuit breaking” lock down from 24 October will result in the municipal waste 
site being closed for a further two weeks.  There was concern that a further increase in fly tipping would 
result. 
Provision of a skip for a 24 hour period would cost £260 + VAT.   It was resolved that TUCC would  offer 
this to each of the seven villages as a one-off trial, if a suitable site could be identified.    All councillors 
should investigate the practicalities in their own village, and let the clerk know if they wished to pursue 
the offer.   The clerk would then make suitable arrangements.  Councillors would be responsible for 
informing local residents through established networks. 

All cllrs 
Clerk 

20187. DISCHARGE OF PLANNING CONDITIONS 

It was noted that there was considerable local disquiet over the application to discharge several of the 
planning conditions attached to the redevelopment of Thorneycroft in The Narth, 2019/00280.  In 
particular, the required native hedgerow had not been planted, and the outside lighting was greatly in 
excess of the level recommended by planners and not operated by PIR.  Councillors were concerned 
that these apparent breaches should not be condoned, and asked the clerk to write to MCC Planning 
Department to stress that the original terms of the planning consent should be adhered to. 

 Clerk 
20188. IRPW DRAFT REPORT 2021-22 

It was noted that the recommendations for the next financial year were unaltered, with mandated 
payments of £150 to each councillor as a contribution towards costs and expenses – any individual 
who wished not to receive part, or all, of the payment would need to write to the clerk.  Recipients 
should treat the payments as income for tax purposes.  All such payments are published each year, as 
required by the IRPW. 
It was resolved that the mandated payments should be made at the next meeting after receipt of the 
final IRPW report. 
It was resolved that a payment of £500 to the chair of the council should be made at the same time. 
It was further resolved that should a councillor leave they would be expected to return the relevant 
proportion of their £150 payment.  A newly appointed councillor would be paid pro rata for the 
remaining number of months in the financial year.   
The budget for 2021/22 should therefore make provision for the £150 allowance to be paid to each 
councillor, plus a chair’s allowance, and care allowances. 
 

20189. TUCC REPRESENTATIVE TO THE NARTH VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 

Matter held over, no names put forward 

 

20190. TUCC REPRESENTATIVE TO BABINGTON MEADOW COMMITTEE 

Matter held over, as no volunteers identified.  It was noted that the constitution recommends that 
TUCC has two representatives but does not require it.   
 

20191. PURCHASE OF ZIPWIRE FOR BABINGTON MEADOW  

Having reviewed the written responses from the Babington Meadow Committee to councillors’ queries, it 
was resolved that TUCC should purchase the zipwire identified by the Committee.  It was noted that TUCC 
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is sole trustee of the Penallt Recreation Ground Trust.  All equipment in the Meadow is listed on TUCC’s 
assets register, covered by TUCC’s risk assessment and insured by TUCC.   

Clerk 

20192. BABINGTON MEADOW 

It was noted that Art in Penallt is now an entirely independent body, with no links to the Penallt Recreation 
Ground Trust.   
 

20193. ANY OTHER REPORTS 

 Cllr Dagger reported that A466 resurfacing between Llandogo and Tintern is now complete. 
 

20194. CORRESPONDENCE 

The following correspondence was received and noted: 
 

MCC, M Cleaver, no objection to removal of cherry trees on boundary of Catbrook football field 

MCC, G Freeman, emergency road closure Bigsweir to Whitebrook, 2-6 October 

MCC, M Hand, response on damage to Catbrook Cottage 

MCC, R Hoggins, update on tender process for Wye Valley Villages project 

MCC, M Mussell, comprehensive update on DMMO (Definitive Map Modification Order) applications in The 

Narth 

 

A Bevan UHB, newsletter 

K Christofi, Trellech School, copy of invoice for new Chrome books 

CPRW, members’ e-bulletin 

M Dunkelman, correction to contact details on website for The Narth Village Hall 

IRPW, draft report for 2020/21 

Llanishen PCC, thanks for churchyard grant 

B Mahony, corrections to draft minutes (public meeting) 

One Voice Wales, News Bulletin 

One Voice Wales, remote training offered 

M Peters, Friends of Llandogo School, on grant agreed in 2018 

A Robertson, apology for not joining Zoom meeting on 21 Sep, written response to queries 

A Robertson, Art in Penallt now independent of Babington Meadow Committee 

J Rundle, Llandogo PCC, request for churchyard grant 

SARA, thanks for donation 

VisionICT, A Morrish and D Hillier, new log-in details, exchanges on editing website 

C Watkins PCSO, report for Trellech area for September 

D Welch, request to remove cherry trees from boundary with Catbrook football field 

WAG, consultation on plan to set up four Corporate Joint Committees across Wales 

WAG, consultation on establishing Town & Country Planning Strategic Development Plan 

 

 

20195. ITEMS FOR THE PRESS/NEXT AGENDA 

 Review provision of skips 

 Impact on communities of further lock down 

 
20196. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:   

Monday, 16 November at 7pm, via Zoom.  Members of the public will again be invited to contact the 
clerk in advance if they would like to join the meeting. 
  

The meeting closed at 20:20 


